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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


United States Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
201 1 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 


I CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER IS BEING SENT BY U.S. MAIL, 
FIRST CLASS, TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR 
PATENTS, WASHINGTON, D.C. 2023 1 , THIS (a DAY OF 



PATENT ATTORNEY 


This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. 120, on the earlier filing date of prior Application No. 
08/864,750 , filed on May 28. 1997 . The following references, listed on the enclosed PTO Form 1449 were 
submitted to and/or cited by the Office in the prior application; therefore, under 37 C.F.R. 1.98(d), copies are not 
required to be provided herewith: 

4,149,237 4,729,091 5,099,444 5,400,246 

4,152,760 4,910,658 5,142,550 5,451,923 

4,268,822 4,916,441 5,150,363 5,493,569 

4,303,973 4,949,299 5,239,662 5,495,482 

4,726,017 5,088,021 5,374,231 5,495,484 
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216109 
227231 
239534 


TIME OF FILING 
The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 
1 . _x_ with the application or within three months of the filing date of the application or date of entry into 

the national stage of an international application or, to the best of the undersigned's knowledge, 
before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b), no certification or fee is required. 
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after the time period specified in paragraph 1 above, but, to the best of the undersigned's 
knowledge, before the mailing date of a final action under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 13 or notice of allowance 
under 

37 C.F.R. 1.311. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c), submitted herewith is: 
(check either A or B below) 

A. _ a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e), no fee is required. 

B. "X" IF APPLICABLE the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p) for submission of an 

Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c). 

after the mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. 1.113 or a Notice of Allowance 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.311, whichever occurs first, but on or before payment of the issue fee. 
Applicant petitions for consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 37 

C. F.R. 1.97(d)(2). Applicant submits herewith: 

A. a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e); and 

B. the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1 . 17(p). 

Respectfully submitted, 
KINNEY & LANGE, P.A. 



^ 

David R. Fairbairn, Reg. No. 26,047 

THE KINNEY & LANGE BUILDING 

312 South Third Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1002 
Telephone: (612) 339-1863 
Fax: (612) 339-6580 
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^IttADt^^' U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial 

Document No. 

Date 

Name 

Class 

Sub Class 

Filing Date 
If Appropriate 


AA 

4,149,237 

4/10/79 

Freitas 

364 

138 



AB 

4,152,760 

5/1/79 

Freitas et al. 

364 

107 



AC 

4,268,822 

5/19/81 

Olsen 

340 

533 



AD 

4,303,973 

12/1/91 

Williamson, Jr. et al. 

364 

103 



AE 

4,726,017 

2/16/88 

Krum et al. 

370 




AF 

4,729,091 

3/1/88 

Freeman et al. 

364 

Tec 

200 



AG 

4,910,658 

3/20/90 

Dudash et al. 

364 

138 



AH 

4,916,441 

4/10/90 

Gombrich 

340 

712 



AI 

4,949,299 

08/14/90 

Pickett 

364 

900 



AJ 

5,088,021 

2/11/92 

McLauglin et al. 

364 

187 



AK 

5,099,444 

3/24/92 

Wilson et al. 

364 

709.09 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Document No. 

Date 

Country 

Class 

Sub 
Class 

Translation 
Yes No 


AL 

216109 

8/29/89 

New Zealand 



Yes 


AM 

227231 

1/29/91 

New Zealand 



Yes 


AN 

239534 

11/25/93 

New Zealand 



Yes 


AO 

GB 2 283 836 A 

05/17/95 

UK 





AP 

EP0 491 657 Al 


Europe 





OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AQ 



AR 



AS 


EXAMINER: 


DATE CONSIDERED: 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not 


in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Initial 
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Class 

Sub Class 
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AT 

5,142,550 

8/25/92 

Tymes 

375 

1 



AU 

5,150,363 

9/22/92 

Mitchell 

370 

112 



AV 

5,239,662 

8/24/93 

Danielson et al. 

395 

800 



AW 

5,374,231 

12/20/94 

Obrist 

483 

15 



AX 

5,400,246 

3/21/95 

Wilson et al. 

364 

146 



AY 

5,451,923 

9/19/95 

Seberger et al. 

340 

310.oSw 



AZ 

5,493,569 

2/20/96 

Buchholz et al 

370 

85.7 



BA 

5,495,482 

2/27/93 

White et al. 

370 

85.11 



BB 

5,495,484 

2/27/96 

Selfet al. 

370 

110.1 



BC 








BD 








OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



BE 

"The Fisher R0C364.", Fisher Controls International, Inc., 2 pages, July 1996 


BF 

"FloBoss 500 Flow Manager", Fisher Controls International, Inc., 2 pages, September 1996. 


BG 

"The Fisher R0C306 and R0C312.", Fisher Controls International, Inc., 2 pages, June 1997. 


BH 

"Cellular Digital Packet Data Reduces SCADA Costs", reprinted from The American Oil and Gas Reporter, August 
1997, 4 pages. 


BI 

D.A. Roberts, "'OLCHFA' A Distributed Time-Critical Fieldbus", IEEE, UK, London, Digest No.: 1993/189, 
October 1993, od. 6/1-6/3 

EXAMINER: 

DATE CONSIDERED: 


in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 


